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ABSTRACT

Zakat represents one of the most vital instruments in Islamic law for
achieving social and economic balance. However, its contemporary
applications in light of global crises remain underexplored,
particularly from a magasid (objectives of Sharia) perspective. The
COVID-19 pandemic posed an unprecedented challenge, reshaping
the lives of individuals, communities, and nations, necessitating
renewed reflection on zakat rulings to align with evolving realities
while safeguarding the higher objectives of Sharia. This study seeks
to address the scholarly gap stemming from the lack of specialized
maqasid-based studies on the intersection between financial crises
such as COVID-19 and contemporary zakat rulings. The research
clarifies the concept of zakat and its underlying objectives, examines
newly emerging rulings during the pandemic, and highlights their
role in promoting the higher objectives of Islamic law. Key findings
reveal that it is permissible to expedite zakat payments in times of
crisis and to allocate zakat funds to hospitals providing free
treatment for COVID-19 patients. These measures serve greater
magqasid, including hastening good deeds, meeting the needs of the
vulnerable, and reinforcing social solidarity. Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, this paper underscores the
importance of adopting a maqasid-oriented approach to address
contemporary financial issues, thereby contributing to the renewal
and practical relevance of Islamic jurisprudence in confronting
global challenges. At the international level, this article contributes
a magqasid-oriented analytical framework applicable beyond the
COVID-19 context, offering normative guidance for zakat
governance in times of global crises such as pandemics, natural
disasters, and economic downturns. By bridging classical
jurisprudential principles with contemporary humanitarian and
public health challenges, the study provides policymakers, zakat
institutions, and international Islamic organizations with a
principled model for crisis-responsive zakat management.
Methodologically, through a descriptive-analytical approach, the
paper advances the practical relevance and adaptive capacity of
Islamic jurisprudence, positioning maqasid al-Shariah as a universal
ethical paradigm capable of informing global discussions on faith-
based social finance and crisis resilience.
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