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ABSTRACT

This research focuses on the importance of work and earning lawful
(halal) income in Islam as a means to achieve self-sufficiency,
independence from others, preserve human dignity, and fulfil the
objectives of Sharia in cultivating the earth. The researcher
emphasizes that Islam has made work an act of worship and a means
of honor and dignity, and that the Prophet (pbuh) and his
companions were practical models in engaging in honest work of
various kinds. The study explores the concept of work both
linguistically and technically, clarifying that work in Islam
encompasses any legitimate effort exerted by a person to achieve
material or moral benefit. The study also highlights Islam's positive
view on work, based on Qur’anic and prophetic evidence that
encourages striving, earning, and avoiding dependency. The
researcher then presents examples of prophets and righteous
predecessors who carried out honorable professions with their own
hands, such as Prophet David, Zachariah, and Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh), which reinforces the value of work in the life of a Muslim.
The research also outlines the economic and social impacts of work
in achieving social justice, combating poverty and unemployment,
promoting development and local production, and fostering a spirit
of self-reliance.
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